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Roxana is a senior majoring in biology, and an

aspiring dentist. Roxana stays motivated in school

knowing that at the end of each final exam, and

each quarter at UWB is completed she is one step

closer to having her dream career. After graduation

she is taking a gap year to do a research internship

at Midwestern University in Arizona while applying

to dental schools. Roxana stated she wanted to

become a dentist because it "always seemed very

interesting to me and my passion for this career

grew even more as I became more involved in the

dental field through volunteering and shadowing.

Unfortunately, oral health is not taken very seriously

in many places and I hope to be an advocate for the

importance of oral health because it truly makes a

difference in people’s lives.".

 

As we approach graduation, we decided to sit

down with multiple students pursuing health

related careers. Whether you are pursing

medicine or wanting to become a public

health educator, it is important to empower

others to pursue their dreams and share their

journey, so others know they are not alone.  
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Roxana
Mogharrabin

Van
Nguyen

Van is a senior majoring in Biology and minoring in

Neuroscience. One thing that keeps Van motivated

throughout school is surrounding himself with like-

minded hard workers to encourage him to stay on

top of his studies. He says that this helps him not fall

behind in courses as he has friends to help him if he

is stuck on a concept. After graduation Van plans to

take a gap year to take the MCAT and apply to

medical schools. Van is still thinking about the

opportunity of applying to MD/Phd programs to also

be able to teach the future generation of health care

professionals after him. Van wants to purse medical

school because "Knowing how costly healthcare

could be when we moved here from Vietnam, my

mother and I were always cautious in every decision

we made: what extracurricular activities I could do,

what kind of food we should eat, and even what

roads I should take to travel considering the

possibility of getting into an accident. Seeing the

constant wariness that we had to live in, I began to

independently seek out knowledge about health

and human physiology. Like dominoes, 

 

 

 

By Madeline Locke and Malinda Phommachack
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Madeleine is currently a senior majoring in Health

Studies. One thing that keeps Madeleine motivated

is knowing soon she will be in graduate school

pursuing her dental career, Madeleine will not be

graduating until Autumn of 2020. After graduation

Madeleine will be taking a gap year to save money

for dental school, and to make sure her applications

are perfect. Madeleine wants to be a dentist because

"Since she was 5-years old she wanted to become a

Dentist or do something within the dental realm.

She continued to have the same dream and passion

to become a dentist one day, and after volunteering,

working, and experiencing the dental world - her

love and interest for dentistry has only grown!" 

Saado is a senior majoring in Biology and minoring

in neuroscience. Being a first generation college

student is motivating her academically by making

sure she is making her family, and herself, proud.

Saado was originally on going to dental school, but

after taking a wide variety of courses she found an

interest in learning and science education. She now

wants to purse graduate school and teach. "My

professors really helped guide me to a career I

wanted. I wanted to go to dental school because it

seemed like an easy way to make my parents proud

and earn good money." Saado then expressed "She 

 think it is more important to love your job than to

hate it. People need to learn money doesn't equal

happiness."

 

 

Madeleine
Do

As we can see with Madeleine, some peoples

interest never change and continue to grow

after graduation. This is important to

remember that not everyone has these

revelations, some people realize after an

internship or volunteer experience that they

do not want to go into a certain field, and that

is okay. We as college students and our

educators need to embrace the idea of not

knowing what you want to do the moment

you come into college. But, letting your

college career guide you to the perfect job. 

Remember to always be open-minded and

interdisciplinary throughout your college

career you might surprise yourself with

something you never though you would

enjoy!

Saado
Jama

my innate sense of curiosity led me with the desire

to know more as I was learning. Serendipitously, I

found a compelling urge to become somebody that

could not only make a difference in my family’s life,

but also give back to my community. I’m a strong

believer in the idea that the power accumulated

within an individual is a result of great trust and love

placed in them by others. I am grateful to be the first

generation college student in my family and having

received countless opportunities. To promote health

equity, create changes to improve healthcare

standards, and pay it forward - those are my

motivations in pursuing a career in healthcare". 

 

Some people's journeys are inspired by

hardships in their lives. Other's find passions

through other experiences like volunteer

work or watching a parent work in a job. 
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Brandon is currently a senior majoring in Biology. He

is motivated by getting closer and closer to his goal

of becoming a pharmacist. After graduation

Brandon is attending Washington State University

School of Pharmacy to obtain his PharmD and PhD

in pharmacology. Brandon said he wants to be a

pharmacist because "Ever since I was young, I was

really fascinated with biology and all the biological

mechanisms that we learned about in school. I knew

I wanted to go to the medical field because of the

health disparities that I saw when I went to visit

family in Cambodia. I started to do internships in

hospitals in the Greater Seattle Area and found a

passion for closing the health gaps between

underserved populations and promoting diversity

within the medical field. I became interested in

pharmacy when I saw a pharmacist performing a

drug consult where he ensuring that the patient was

comfortable in the treatment plan making sure that

the patient was in control every step of the plan."

Brandon decided to get his PhD as well because

"With the PharmD program, it will be an additional 4

years of schooling required. If I decide on a residency

(PGY1/PGY2) then it will be an additional 2 years for

concentrations of Oncology, Infectious Diseases, or

Administration. With the PharmD/Ph.D. program it

will be a total of 5 years if I decide to pursue it

instead of 4 years with PharmD." 

Brandon believes that as healthcare workers we

have the opportunity to close gaps in socioeconomic

backgrounds by treating every patient we see as

equals.  

Brandon
San

Brandon gives us an excellent example of how

one can take a health care job and turn it into

serving a community, and making the world a

better place. It is important to make your

patients feel at home in your office, by closing

education and cultural gaps, this builds trust

between patients and their healthcare

professionals. 

As we continue our professional journeys, it is

important to remember why we decided to go

into them in the first place. As one starts

getting caught up in the day to day routine of

their life, it can be hard to remember that

what we are doing is life changing for people.

We become people's heroes, life savers, and

only hopes.  As healthcare providers our jobs

are to identify the social dimensions of health,

and help those in need gain access and trust

within the system we have. 

 

MAYA ANGELOU

"THEY MAY FORGET

YOUR NAME, BUT

THEY WILL NEVER

FORGET HOW YOU

MADE THEM FEEL"


