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Call for Stories 
To Vaccinate or Not? Parents’ Stories (Symposium editors Daniel Bustillos JD, PhD 
and Bradley Thornock PhD, MPH). 
Narrative Inquiry in Bioethics will publish a collection of personal stories about parents’ decisions to 
vaccinate their children or not.   

Vaccination has become an impassioned debate that goes beyond health considerations. The strained 
relationship between personal or parental decision-making and communal protections stands at the heart 
of this conflict. Strong voices from both sides often drown out more moderate responses, making the 
issue of “to vaccinate or not” seem hopelessly difficult. New outbreaks of vaccine preventable diseases 
have brought forth calls for stricter vaccine mandates. These mandates are seen by some as taking away 
parents’ rights to make healthcare decisions for their children, while others feel they are important public 
health safeguards. We are looking from stories from all sides of this debate.  

We want true, personal stories from parents about making vaccination decisions for their children that are 
interesting and easy to read. Please share this invitation and guide sheet with anyone you think may 
be interested in sharing their story on this topic.  

In writing your story, please consider these questions:  
• What decisions have you needed to make about vaccinating your children, and what did you 

decide?  
• Why do you hold your current views about vaccination?  
• Have you felt pressured to change your mind about having your children vaccinated? If so 

how? What was your response? 
• What do you wish those who disagree with your decisions knew about your views on 

vaccines? 
• Is there anything that you think might help to resolve the controversy surrounding 

vaccinations?  

You do not need to address each of these questions—write on the issues that you think are most 
important to share with others. If you are not a writer, tell your story in your own words and our 
editorial staff will help you. 

If you are interested in submitting a story, we ask you to first submit a 300-word proposal—a short 
description of the story you want to tell. Inquiries or proposals should be sent to the editorial 
office via email: narrativebioethics@gmail.com. We will give preference to story proposals 
received by September 1, 2016. 

We plan to publish 12 stories (4 – 10 double-spaced pages or 800 – 2000 words) on this topic. Some 
additional stories may be published as online-only supplemental material. We also publish 2 – 4 
commentary articles that discuss the stories that are published in the journal. To see a finished symposium 
you may access Narrative Inquiry in Bioethics Volume 3.1 for free on Project MUSE.  

For more information about the journal Narrative Inquiry in Bioethics, the guidelines for authors, and 
privacy policies, visit our webpage at: http://www.nibjournal.org/authors/guidelines.html  


